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Riverwalk Extension &
Neighborhood Connectivity Study

Neighborhood Meeting
January 238, 2025



Agenda

City Staff Welcome (6:00 PM)
Introductions

Available Resources
Background & Process

Health, Social, Environmental,
and Economic Benefits

Updated Concept Plan Review
(Technical Presentation) (6:15 PM)

Questions & Answers (6:45 PM)




Introductions

Marc Meyers — City of Bath,
City Manager

Jenn Curtis, AICP — City of Bath,
Director of Planning

Misty Parker — City of Bath,

Director of Economic and Community Development

Rod Melanson — City of Bath,
Director of Sustainability & Environment

Jared S. Winchenbach, P.E. — Gorrill Palmer,
Project Manager

Don Ettinger, P.E. — Gorrill Palmer,
Transportation Operations Leader, New England

Seth Kimball, PLA, ASLA — Aceto Landscape Architects,
Principal

GORRILL
PALMER ‘]ID

An LIB Engineering Company
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Available Resources

All material is/will be posted to the City’s website at:

www.cityofbathmaine.gov/departments/PlanningDevelopment/Riverwalk

Materials include:

= Responses to questions issued during the 1%t neighborhood meeting
on August 21, 2024.

= Concept Plans from tonight’s meeting.
= Economic Benefits of a Riverwalk.
= Examples of other Riverwalks within the State of Maine.

= |Information regarding the study.
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http://www.cityofbathmaine.gov/departments/PlanningDevelopment/Riverwalk
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i 2015-2019
: : The Riverwalk became a
' central location for local
' events such as Heritage
L £ Days, summer concerts,
SPRING 2009 : and farmers markets
The Riverwalk project 3
was officially identified '
as a priority in Bath's 3
%(!309 Comrgl)rehenswc '
an, emphasizing its -
potentia[ to enhance 2010-2015

The first phase of the Riverwalk

uality of life for
res,g was developed, creating a

ents and stimulate

economic growth through scenic and accessible pathway
riverfront redevelopment along the Kennebec River. This
initial effort laid the foundation

for what would become a
beloved community feature.

RIVERWALK PROJECT

The development of a riverwalk serves as an important community development

praoject that can significantly enhance the social, cultural, and economic vitality of a

community. This timeline highlights key milestones in the development of the

. This phase included the

Background &
Process

SUMMER 2022
Extension plans focus
on linking residential
areas to downtown
and supporting
sustainable growth

addition of public art
installations and
historical markers,
enriching the pathway
with cultural and
educational elements.
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APRIL 2024

The city’s updated
Comprehensive Plan
included a long-term

vision of further
expanding the Riverwalk
to enhance connectivity.
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Riverwalk, showcasing the progress and vision for this community-driven project.
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*The economic impact of Gardiner's Riverwalk
“With a number of unique places along the is multifaceted, enhancing tourism, supporting
working waterfront to see and stop at the local businesses, improving property values,

L] L]
riverwalk has encouraged more restaurant creating Jobs, and fostering a stronger sense
and retail development in the area. @ t’f COT""U"'W'GN of \Yh'f."‘ co?tgbu@e to the

\ it ; ; iyt ong-term economic vitality of the city.
E ] - /A _B f' )4 Additionally, by connecting with existing > Investments to their waterfront park and the

=)
d

greenspaces, more connections and riverwalk have resulted in increased
community engagement have transpired in

recreation, visitors to downtown, and stronger
the area.” 4

support for local businesses in the area”.

SENE

1) Makes it easy to recreate. . ’ = ‘
\&79) Ul

2) Health Benefits — both physical and mental. =
Harborwalk Riverwalk

3) Environmental benefits — reducing air pollution and responsible o
. . . . A mile long walkwa:
Wlldllfe Vlewlng. (onncc(lngdowntowynBelfclst =

with the working harbor.

regional multi purpose trail
along the Kennebec River.

4) Safe and easy access to downtown.

5) Connecting people to the river helps people remember Bath’s identity
and history.

Pride of place — defining public space the community is proud of.

© 01 Kennebec River Rail Trail enhances
public access to the K River

while promoting acti les,

ardship, and

Its accessible

)
7) Social connectivity and cohesion.
)

Access for all.

economic drives
also serves as

9) Increased property values. /

I
The economic benefits of the Riverwalk project, will boost local @
businesses, increase tourism, create jobs, and enhance Bath's appeal NN’

12) Stimulating local economy through events and festivals. 58 2 vibrant.theiving community destinstion. BK:T_H

13) Job creation and economic diversification. MAINE City of Ships

10) Fostering public-private partnerships and investment.

11) Attracting tourism and boosting local businesses.
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Bowery Street
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Existing

Infrastructure

* Pedestrian Connectivity (see below)
* Bicycle accommodations
* Eastcoast Greenway Route 1A (see picture)
* Sharrows, & Bike Lanes.
* Review access management
* Placemaking opportunities
Landscaping, lighting, wayfinding, & amenities
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Existing Infrastructure Usage

Large Vehicle Access
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: Draft Concept
OVERLOOK AND" PlanS
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THIS AREA IS PRIVATELY OWNED AND CURRENTLY UNDER, CONSIDERATION .FOR ADDITIONAL

SITE DEVELOPMENT. ANy PROPOSED TRAIL CONNECTIONS AND/OR SCENIC AREAS WL NEED \' o P|anS

TO BE COORDINATED WITH THE PROPERTY OWNER/SITE DEVELOPER.THE PROPOSED
PATHWAY SEGMENTS AT EITHER END THE SITE ARE _TQ SHOW FPOTENTIAL CONNECT/ON . )
POINTS WITH THE INTERNAL PEDESTRIAN NETWORK TO BE DECIDED By THE DEVELOPER. PR, W
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THIS AREA IS PRIVATELY OWNED AND CURRENTLY UNDFR_CONSIDERATION FOR ADDITIONAL
SITE DEVELOPMENT. ANY PROPOSED TRAIL CONNECTIONS AND/OR SCENIC AREAS WILL NEED
7O BE COORDINATED.WITH THE PROPERTY OWNER/SITE DEVELOPER.THE PROPOSED
PATHWAY SEGMENTS AT EITHER END THE SITE. ARE _IQ SHOW POTENTIAL CONNECTION
POINTS WITH THE INTERNAL PEDESTRIAN NETWORK T0 BE DECIDED BY THE DEVELOPER.
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Schedule B My Publlc Input
Neighborhood Meeting #1: August 21, 2024 5y Safety Improvements

Neighborhood Meeting #2: January 28, 2025* & ;i Intersection Improvements
Public Meeting: May 2025
Draft Report: June/July 2025
Final Report: August 2025

Pedestrian / Bike Accommodations
Traffic Pattern Adjustments
Access Management

* A separate Zoom meetlng has been requested to enable i RS ! Parking Accommodations
participation for people who could not attend in person, see piim et JEy: & , ..
the web5|te for addltlonal detalls S e R Pedestrian Connectivity

Placemaking Opportunities
Other ltems
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North End Boat Launch
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